
My nameis LeeA. CucciaandI wish to addressBills 12 and30, which aredueto havea
secondreadingon April 4tI1~ Thesebills havebeenput forwardto rectify Bill 44, which
passedlastyearandwhich excludedhorsebusinessesfrom dedicatingthelandupon
whichtheyoperateasagricultural land,andwhich would thereforenow carrysuchahigh
tax burdenthat theywould mostlikely be forcedto close.

I wasone ofmanyconcernedpeoplewhomet with IkaikaAndersonin Waimanalolast
month andlistenedto his assurancesthat Bill 44’sexclusionofhorserelatedbusiness
wasand ‘oversight’ thattheCity Councilwasanxiousto fix. I havebeenhearing
rumblingsfrom variousplacesthatasof yesterday,thismayno longerbe thefeeling,and
thattheAgricultural DevelopmentTaskForce(ADTF) is nowwithdrawingits support
for Bills 12 and30. If true,this is extremelyalarmingfor themajority ofhorseowners.
Themostalarmingaspectis thattheADTF saysonething to ourfacesandthenwhenwe
haveleft thebuilding,soto speak,theirtruecolorscomeout. I really hopethat these
rumorsarefalse,andamhopingthat our local governmentsystemreally doeswork and
thatthepeoplereally canhaveasayin theoutcome.

I beseechtheCommitteeto passBills 12 and30 in orderto avertahorribletravesty,for if
horsebusinessescanno longerstay in business,not only will that haveanegativeimpact
on theemploymentofmanypeopleand families,but alsohundredsofhorsesonOahu
will becomehomeless.Whatwill ultimatelyhappento them? It’s not like weowners
canput themin our backyards.If Bill 44 remainsasis, thentruly only thevery wealthy
will be ablekeepthesewonderfulanimals. Is that really whatwewanthere,moreand
morelife aspectsattainableto only aprivileged few?

Mahalofor your time.

Sincerely,

LeeA. Cuccia
1479KiukeePlace
Kailua,HI 96734
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